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Isaiah, xxxvii Chap. 34, 35 Ver. 

By the Way that he came^ by the fame 
Jhallhe return^ and Jball not come 
into this City^ faith the Lord^ for I 
will defend this Ctty to [ave ify for 
mine onvn Sake^ and for my Servant 
DavidV Sake. 

; HESE Words are a Part of 
that very comfortable An-. 
fvver, which was by God's 
Appointment, delivered by 
his Prophet to good King Eezektah ; 
when he and his People were threatned 
with utter Ruin and Deftrudion by the 
powerful and infolent Senacherib^ King 
oli JJfyria. He was a Prince, who, had 
B this 
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this in common with all Conquerors, that 
he was feared rather than loved by his 
own Subjeds, whilft he was the Terror 
and Dread of all his Neighbours. His 
Ambition and Thirft of Power were fo 
enormous and ungovernable, that his o- 
ther PafEons were almoft wholly abforb'd 
by thefe, which continually pufti'd him 
on to undertake Enterpriles of Moment, 
without giving himfelf the Trouble of 
examining whether they were or were 
not juftifiable by the Laws of Nature 
and Nations j having determined with 
himfelf once for all, and in order to cut 
off every Objedion to his Conduct, that 
any Method which tended to advance his 
Ends was right, and ought confequently 
to be perfued. The moft folemn Trea- 
ties loft all their Force and Validity 
when they no longer anfwer'd his Pur- 
pofes, and when he found he could vio- 
late them without Hazard or Inconve- 

nience. 
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nience. By thefe vile and perfidious 
Meafures, 'tis probable he for fome time 
luU'd his Neighbours into a State of Se- 
curity and Indolence, till falling upon 
them one by one, as Opportunity ferv'd, 
and under various and firivolous Pretences, 
he brought feveral neighbouring Kings 
and Nations (who found they could no 
longer fupport themlelves againft him) 
to fubmit to his Yoke, and become his 
Tributaries and Dependants. Flufli'd 
with fuch repeated Succefs, and hurried 
on by the Paffions above defcrib'd, no 
wonder he at length fix'd his Eyes on 
the delightful Land of Canaan^ which 
flouriflied at that time in a particular 
Manner under the pious and wife Go- 
vernment of a juft Prince, who made the 
Welfare of his People his Study, and 
their Intcrcfts and Advancement his Glory 
and Delight. The haughty Senacherib 
was not fo unacquainted with the Hiftory 
B a of 
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of this People not to know how often 
and miraculoufly God had interpofed his 
Power to lave them from Deftruftionj 
but, vainly imagining that the Tafk of 
fubduing them was referv'd for himfelf, 
he advifcs the Jews by his Ambaflador, 
(for the falling upon a State, without 
giving a previous Notice of it was left 
to be praftifed by the abler and more re- 
fined Politicians of our Times) he advis'd 
them, I fay, no longer to put their 
Truft and Confidence in their God ; art- 
fully infinuating to them how inefi^dual 
fuch Kind of Applications had been for 
the Deliverance of the many Nations he 
had already fubdued. He did not, or at 
leaft would not, make the due Difference 
and Diftinftion betwixt the God of the 
Hebrews and the, mock Deities of Ido^ 
latrous Countries, but confounding them 
together, he cries out with upparallerd 
Arrogance and Impiety, Where are the 

Gods 
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Gods 6f Hamath and Arpad ? Where ar$ 
the Gods c?/Sepharvaim ? And ha^oe they 
delivered Samaria out ofwy Hand? Who 
are they amongfl all the Gods of the 
Lands y that have delivered their Land 
out of my Handy that the Lord JhouU de^ 
liver Jcrufalem ! 

But before he made ufc of thcfc threat- 
ning Speeches and vaunting Exprcffions, 
his crafty Ambaflador Rabjhakeh con- 
tlrivM to Iboth the Jews with fmooth 
Language and conformable Softnefs, en-^ 
deavouring thereby to corrupt their 
Minds, and induce them to renounce 
their Faith and Allegiance to their law- 
ful Prince; by affuring them, that if they 
would not liften to the Sayings of He^ 
zekiahj but make an Agreement with 
himy and accompany it with a fuitable 
Prefent or Tribute, every one of them 
might continue peaceably and unmolefted 

to 



( <^ ) 

to eat the Fruits of his own Vine and 
Flg'tree^ and drink the Waters (jf his 
own Cl^em. They however were not 
Xo little acquainted with the Charafter 
and Genius of his Matter, as to fuflfer 
themfelves to be furpriz^d by, or to give 
the leaft Countenance and Encouragement 
to his delufive Promifes and Profiers, but 
veryjudicioufly determined, (according to 
the Command of their wife King) to an- 
fwer him never a Word; they were too 
well aecuftomed to the Sweets of Liberty 
and Affluence, to think of parting \vith 
them upon fuch eafy Terms, as well as too 
prudent to exafperate a Tyrant, (who 
ftucfc at nothing to iatisfy his Revenge) 
by infulting his Embaffy, 

A Meffage fo unexpeded (for the facred 
Hiftorian docs not inform us, that it was 
the Refult of any given Provocation) ac- 
companied with the traiterous Defign of 

alienating 
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alienating his Subjcds from him, juftly 
alarm'd the good King and his faith- 
ful Minifters, who very pioufly had Re- 
courfe to their God in this preffing Emer-^ 
gcncy ; tho' *tis not to be doubted, but 
they took all other neceffary Precautions, 
and fuch as Prudence and the Rules of Self- 
Prefervation could diftate, which muft 
however have proved ineflfedual, had not 
God fuccour'd them, with his own Al- 
mighty Hand ; who, in order to (hew 
this afpiring Monarch the Emptinefi and 
Blafphemy of all his Boafts, flew a vaft 
Multitude of that numerous Hoft with- 
out any human Help, in which he fo 
vainly confided ; with which exemplary 
Vengeance he was fb much furprifed and 
terrified, that he fled precipitately into 
his own Country, by the Way he came^ 
towards Jerufalem^ as the Prophet had 
foretold ; leaving his pernicious Defigns 

incompleat 
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incompleat, and for a lading Mcmuttient 
of his di&ppointed Ambition. 

Notwithftanding the Reverence and 
Reipeft which is due to the Perfons and 
Gharadcrsofeven bad Princes, fincc'tis 
by God's Appointment that Kings reigUy 
and that they anfwer the fcveral Pur- 
poies and Difpcnfations of his joftand 
wife Providence ; yet the late Condoft 
of a neighbouring Power lb nearly le- 
. iembles, if not exceeds, this famous Origi- 
nal of Tyranny and Oppreffion, that I can- 
not but embrace and purfue a Comparifpn 
fo little ftrained and natural; fince, like 
the alpiring Monarch defcrib'd, his ex- 
tenfive and deftrudive Politicks have 
been the Plague and Vexation, and have 
made thofe very Dominions (to which 
he had plighted his Faith repeatedly, and 
by the moft folcmn lacrcd Ties) the mi- 
fcrablc Stage of Horror and Devaftation, 

of 



of Barbarity and Bloodflied, Nay, He 
has even outdone the odious Pattern be- 
fore us, fince 'tis notorious to the whole 
World that he lately attempted to invade 
this Nation in a perfidious and unparal- 
lel'd Manner; whilft the Treaties be- 
tween the two Nations were yet uncan- 
ceird, and without the previous Declara- 
tions, which are given by the moft bar- 
barous and uncivilized Princes before they 
aftually commence War, and is now again 
openly and avowedly difturbing the 
Peace of our Jjfr/a^/, under the frivolous 
and long-exploded Pretext of reinftating 
the fuppofed (and at the beft the uncer- 
tain) Defcendant of an abdicated and ab- 
jured Prince to the Crown of thefe King- 
doms. A Pretence, which he only makes 
ufc of to conceal hisielf-interefted ViewS, 
and in order to furprize and fubdue a 
•People, which to his infinite Regret and 
DiCappoinrment have long been * the in- 
C furmountable 
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furmoiintahte, and CunderGcod) the per* 
haps only efiEedual Bar to his Afpirings» 

'Twould be prcfumptuous to pretend 
to dive into the Secrets of Providence, or 
unravel its Myfteries ; but if we may 
judge from the manifefl: Infatuation and 
Divifions, which already appear amongft 
our rebellious and apoflate Brethren, and 
that Unanimity and Spirit, which, to the 
Honour of Engltjhmen^ fo univerfally 
prevails amongft our ielves in the juft 
Support and Defence of our holy Reli- 
gion, our good King, and our native 
Country, we may be bold to fay, that 
God has already efpous^d our Gaufe, and 
declared himfelf in our Favour, and we 
may have good grounds to hope, that the 
Fury of the threatned and impending 
Storm is already confiderably abated, and 
that with regard to EnglaniJ in particular 
Ckxl \vili not fail to fuccour it in this 

Emergeqcy 
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Bmergcficy for bis wtm Sahty and for 
the Sake ^f his Servanf^ that great and 
juft Prince whom he has in Mercy or- 
dain'd to rale over us ; and that too in 
fo iingular a manner, as to make tiie 
Foiger of our intended Chains alhamcd 
of his wicked Projeds, and the abuicd 
Inftrament ofhis Ambitioa, tick of h» 
Dream of' Power, and glad to lecvre his 
Perlbn from the juft Refcntment of an 
exaiperated People, by taking Refuge 
once more in tho& arbitrary Courts 
where Liberty is nothing but an empty- 
Name, and where Religion is a meet 
Grimace and Foppery^ and where he may 
have I^ifure and frequent Opportunities 
<^ ieeing the Principles of that Govem** 
ment and the Maxims of State he has fb 
early imbib'd^ pradis'd in theif utmoft 
and moft unlimited Extent ; for, furely 
fy the Way that he came^ hy the fame 
C a JbaU 



( 12 ) 

foall he return^ and Jhall not come int^ 
this Land to defiroy it, faith the Lord. 

The Reaibns of theie Anguine, and t 
hope we fliall ihortly have good cauie 
to add, very juft Expcdations, will beft 
appear by giving you afhort and faithful 
Draught of thole remarkable Deliverances 
from the many Evils which have fb frc- 
i^uently endangered, and which have 
fbmctimes been permitted, as the deferv'd 
Punifhments of a national Corruption, to 
diflrels our Religion and Liberties. 

It would be both tedious and alto- 
gether foreign to my prcfent Purpole, to 
take up any Part of our Time, in relating 
any Events which preceded that ever 
happy and memorable One, which freed 
this Nation from the heavy and uneafy 
Yoke of a Supremacy, which the Popes 
(fuch were the mi&rable Confcquences of 

implicit 
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implicit Faith and blind Obedience) had 
cxercis'd over the Princes and People of 
this Land with intolerable Pride, mercir 
lefi Cruelty, and uncontroul'd Authority 
for ibme Ages. This bold (and as Af&irs 
then ftood) very arduous and doubtful 
Attempt, was undertaken and compleated 
hy Henry the Eighth, who was the grand 
Inftrument in God's Hand, who firfto- 
pened the Eyes of a deluded People, and 
pavM the Way for that thorough Refor- 
mation, not only in Civil but' Religious 
Concerns, which his worthy Son and Suc- 
ceflbr Edward the Sixth brought about 
A Prince, whofc great Piety and Dilcre- 
tion at a Period of Life, when ferious 
and religious Concerns arc too often overr 
look'd and neglected, made him the 
Wonder and Admiration of the Age ! A 
Prince, whole Memory will always be 
delr and valuable to every free-bom Eng^-^ 
lijhmm^ and wbojCb untimely Fate will 

fervc 
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fcrvc to confirm every true Proteiknt id 
a juft Diftafle and Abhonence of aCom- 
munion, which was not alham'd (in order 
to regain his long ulurp'd and abus'd 
Power^ to clole the Dawns of this glo- 
Yioua Reign by the Help of fabtle and 
ideftruaivePoifon! 

How vifibly God conduced this firfi 
and material Step towards the Reforma- 
don that prelently followed, tnay be gap* 
ther'd^ by confidering the Genius aid 
Diipofitions of that Prince, who under-* 
isoofc to deprive the Popes of their 
4ilitherto arbitrary and tyrannous Sway ; 
this Proceeding was the more remarkable 
in him, (ince (notwitbfianding the op* 
probrious Language with which he was 
then, and his Memory is flill loaded with 
by the Papifts) he continued a Arid and 
obftinate Al&rter of their groflefl; Errgra 
and Soperftitionar. And is it not equally 

ftrange 
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ffarange and furpiifing, that the Court of 
Rome ib noted for its Policy and Subtilp 
ties, fliould be acceflbry to its own Loft 
of Power, by not complying according 
to their eftablifii'd Maxims, with the 
Temper of a Prince whofe Will wat his 
Law, and that too in defence of a TunSi^ 
/ioy which might, on^ would think, have 
been eafily got over by thofc who pre- 
tend and have often (if Hiftory is to be 
credited^ beftow'd Pardons and Indiil- 
gencies, on Murderers, Adulterers, Poly- 
g^mifb, inceftuous and other infamous 
Perlbns, and indeed on every other known 
Rank and Order of Sinners ? 

As the Finger of God is confpicuoos 
in this whole Tranfadion^ fo neither 
ought we to overlook his gracious Good- 
nels to this People, who could iofpire a 
young Prince, in OppoiitkMi to the cfla- 
bliih'd Religion, and to the firong Preju- 
dices 
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dices of Education, ^o coippleat a Worl;^ 
which was but imperfedly begun, and 
fcarce Iketch'd out to him by his Royal 
Father, and v^ho at the fame time moft 
wonderfully difposM the Hearts of a long 
deluded and infatuated Nation, to embrace 
with uncommon Zeal and Alacrity, that 
jhappy Change in Religion, to which all 
the paft and prefcnt Bleffings we enjoy 
are juftly to be afcrib'd, and which is 
the Bulwark and Strength of that glo- 
rious Liberty, which is incompatible 
with the enflaving and tyrannous Princi- 
ples of the Church of Rome. 

During the Space of this fliort but ve- 
ry profperous JReign, it pleas'd God to 
confirm the Faith which was once deli^ 
ver'd to the Saints J fo immoveably in 
the Hearts of Numbers, as to furnifli 
Matter or even to glut the murdering 
Spirit of a bigottcd arid bloody-minded 

Queen? 
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Queen, who not afliam'd to violate in 
the moft flagrant Manner the Promifes 
and repeated Aflurances Ihc gave to hct 
Subjefts in general upon her Acceflion to 
the Throne, gave an early and moft ter- 
rible Proof of her Truth and Sincerity, 
{encouraged to it doubtlefs by that per- 
nicious, and diabolical Dodrine, which 
teaches that no Faith is to be kept with 
Hcrcticfes) by lacrificing thofe very Mcrt 
who had been liioft zealous in and accet 
lory to her Elevation j the barbarous 
Executions which were every Day almoft 
praftis'd, and the Fires which fb fre- 
quently burnt Hereticks (as they were 
pleas'd to call that noble Army of Mar- 
tyrs^ who fufFer'd for the Sake of Chrijf 
and hisGofpel) in SmthfieUj and other 
Places of the great Metropolis of this 
Land, and at which this Original of 
Cruelty would fometimes affift with dry 
Eyes and an unmov'd Countenance, in- 
D ftcad 
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ftead of quenching, ierv'd only to enflame 
the Zeal of others, and prepared the Sur- 
vivors, the Remnant that efca^d of the 
Haufe ^/ Jadah to take Root again dowm^ 
warJj and to bear Fruit upward^ in 
the fucceeding and moft glorious Reiga 
What, but the immediate Power and Pro- 
tedion of God could preierve our im- 
mortal EUsiabeth from the Savagenefi 
and Cruelty of two of the greateft Moor 
fters of Barbarity that ever burthen'd the 
Earth at one time ; Mary^ of ever in- 
famous and tremendous Memory, and her 
no Ids bigotted Confort; when they 
could not but conclude, that all their 
Butcheries and Cruelty would b? loft and 
to no purpofe, whenever flic flK>uld 
mount the Throne ? 

What, but that Almighty Power^ 
which governs Men- and mortal Thing?, 
wasfufficlent to continue her in it, when 

ieated 
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feated on the Throne^ in defpite and dc-^ 
fiance of the almoft cx)ntinual Maehioa-* 
tions of her reftl^f^ domeftick' Enemies, 
and her no lefs inveterate and formidable 
ones abroad ? What, but an ail-poweiful 
Protedor could baffle the Dcfigns of her 
antient Enemy, who proposed to dethrone 
her, and make Popery once more trium- 
phant in this Land by the Help of ? nu- 
merous Fleet, which, with the Prefump- 
tion of another Senacberiby he impioufly 
named invincible ? Bi)t the Lord who 
works Wonders in the Beep^ held him 
and bis mighty Proje^ft inDerifion \ for af 
his Command the ftormy Winds drofi^ 
and lifted up the Waves thereof^ made 
tb^m reelto and jro and fi agger like 
drunken Men^ melted their Souls in them^ 
for Trouble^ and at laft wrecked Num- 
bers of them on thofc very Shores tbey 
intended to infult and invade. Nor was 
that pion$ Priocels wanting in her ExpreC- 
D'2. Cons 



fions of Gratitude and Thankfulnefi to 
her God for Co fignal, fb miraculous a 
Dclivcranpc ; for, without endeavouring 
to afcribe any Share of it to her own 
Prudence or Condud, fhe caused a Medal 
to be ftruck to perpetuate the Remem- 
brances of it, with this religious Latin 
Motto ; which, being tranflated, runs thus: 
He blew with his Winds ^ and they were 
[catteredt 

We muft not pafs over in filence and 
unobferved another miraculous Delive- 
rance from that mighty Ruin,which was to 
have cut off our King, together with the 
!Primc of the Nobility and Gentry of this 
Kingdom, by one fudden unavoidable, 
and infernal Blaft ; this horrid Confpiracy 
was managed and carried on with fuch 
wicked and inviolable Secrecy, that the 
Difcovery preceded the Execution of it 
but fome few Hours, and juft Time ©- 

nough 
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nough to fei2c the Wretch, when goitig 
to make the necefl&ry Difpofitions to 
efiea it. 

I will trefpafs on your Patience with . 
the Recital of only one Deliverance more, 
which tho' mentioned the laft, ought yet 
to have the principal and foremoft Place 
in our Remembrance j in which the 
Providence of God was as immediately 
and intimately concerned, as in any of the 
preceding ones ; you will eafily guefi 
by this Introdudion, that I have no lefi 
an Objeft in view than that glorious 
Revolution, which was brought about 
by the great Reftorer of our Liberties, 
the immortal King William ; 'twere need- 
leis indeed to iniift much on the Miferies 
which were removed by theConduft and 
Valour of this magnanimous Prince, and 
which had overwhelmed thefe Kingdom! 
during the ihort andoppreflive Reign of 
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td aibitrary and PopifhGoyamor^whoie yi- 
olent and piccipitatc Meafures hafined hii 
own Ruin, and deftroy'd the fatal Scheme, 
he was fo Iblicitous to complcat ; fincc 
this Event, which will always Ihine with 
fupcrior Luftre amongft the many bright 
ones recorded in our Annals, is yet fo 
recent as to be remember'd, and I doubt 
not with fuitable Sentiments of Gratitude 
to God, andPleafure to themfelves, by 
the more ancient Part of this Audience^ 
The Bleffings^ which have been the Con* 
iequence of this happy Change in our 
Conftitution need not for the &me Rea^ 
jpn to be much enlarged upon, fince 
there is no Proteftant, who pays any the 
kaft Regard to his Religion and Liber- 
ties that can be inienfible how fuUy he 
bfS enjoyed both fince that memorable 
Teriod, under the Government of our i^ 
luftrious Deliverer, a pious and a great 
Queen, and two of the ableft as well as 

mildeft - 
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miMeft Princes that ever filled thclff/^ 
itjh Throne. 

Thcfe arc thcReafcns, my Belorcd; 
thdc arc the Encouragements I hare ta' 
ky "before you, to engage you to hope;, 
that God, who has often flood in the Ga|H' 
when Ruin and DefolatiOn were preiErig 
forward with ha'fty Steps to overthrow 
oiir Religion and Liberties, will gntoouf- 
ly exert his Power and Prcfteftion onoe 
more in our Favour at *hb dangerotis 
Crifis, provided we l)e not deficient and 
wanting to our iclves ; for you widely 
miftafcc my Intentions, if you fuppofe 1 
mean to perfuade you to leave the Re- 
moval of the prclferit Dangers' and 131ffi-» 
culties which furround us to God alone, 
who, tho' almightllyiufficiehtto pcrfcrni 
our Deliverance' by tiimfeli^ cannot wrfh 
any Reafon or Probability be cxpeftcd to 
be it the ExpenccTtf a Mnradk ^to fiVc 

U5, 
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us, whilft we are remiis and careleis about 
ourfelvcs. We ought, we are unpardona- 
bly defefti ve, if we ncglcd to have rccourfe 
to every proper Meafure of Seltprefer- 
vation and Defence, which the prefcnt 
tottering Situation of our Afiairs requires; 
fince we may be wellaflured, that the 
Methods which are made ufe of and en- 
tered into for the juft Support of every 
thing that is dear and valuable to Free- 
men and Chriftians, cannot fail of meet- 
ing with God^s Approbation, and be ie* 
conded with his BlelEngs. The blefled 
and gracious Efi&ds of his merciful Inten- 
tions, we may humbly prefume, are al- 
ready abundantly fhed amongft us ; fInce 
doubtlels that Unanimity and brotherly 
A&dion which reigns indifcriminately a- 
mongft all, who juftly glory and value 
themfclves upon being Proteftants, can 
be afcribed to no other Gaufe. And 
furely it behoyes and becomes us all to 

be 
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be thus unanimous and united in our Op- 
pofition to the Defigns of a Peribn, who^ - 
whatever Mafk he may d&d: to put on^ 
cannot from the Sentiments of Reh'gion 
he has fucfc'd in with his Milk, inflam'd 
by the Inftrudipns and Subtleties of Je- ^ 
fuitical Graft and Artifice, but be full 
iraught with Malice and Refentment a- 
gainft thofe accurfed Hcreticfcs, who have 
fo long (as he has been made to believe^ 
deprived him of his natural Right. - A 
Right, which has qo Foundation in the 
Original of Societies and Governments, 
and which has iqldom been adopted by 
any but arbitrary and tyrannous Princes I 
Should he fucceed in his wicked Purpofe 
(which may God for ever baffle and de- 
feat,) what Slaughter, what Plunderings 
and Devaftations, what Confiications and 
Imprifbnments, muft neceflarily enfue? 
How finall a Value then muft thofe mil^ 
E tafcca 
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taken and apoflate Froteftants have for 
their Religicm ; how little acquainted 
with the barbarous and bloody Spirit and 
Principles of the Church of Romey who 
raftily efpoufe the Interefts of an Adven- 
turer; who, if he prevails, muft bring 
prefent Rain to our Religion and Liber* 
ties, and entail Slavery and implicit Faith 
on our unhappy Pofterity ? 

But fear rot, norbedifmay'd, OHoufe 
ofljrael^ our' great Deliverer is at hand j 
he will not tarry, bdt will inftantly 
Tcfcue us out of the Power of this Diftur- 
berof our Peace, and that of his ravenous 
and defperate Aflbciates, leeing they 
have had the Prefumption to defy the 
Armies of the living God. And in or- 
der to advance this long'd for, this de- 
firablc Event, let us, my Beloved, do 
par Parts to contribute to it by a fca- 

fonable 
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fonablc and fpecdy Reformation of om: 
Lives and Manners^ fot this is the eflenp- 
tial, the we Thing aifolute^ needful: 
This is idiat muft entitle us to Gfod't 
Favour and Proteftron, and muft attone 
for that long, long Series of abus'd ProC- 
perity ; this neceflary Step has been of- 
ten pointed out to us of late by the Wit* 
dom and Piety of the Legiflature, tho* 
it is ftill to be apprehended that a great 
Part of this important Task remains, to 
our Shame and Reproach, very imper- 
feft and unfinilh'd. National Crimes, 
'tis certain, ftand in need of National Re- 
pentance, or they cannot ftil of being 
conducive to National Miferies and Cor- 
redion. 

Let us, my Beloved in Chrill^ evi- 
dence the Sincerity of our Refolvcs by 
an unfeigned Repentance, whereby we 
E % m^y 
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may hope to a^ipeafe an angry God, and 
diyert the impending Blow, 'dnd fb tran£^ 
mit the inyaluable''fileiBngs vre enjoy, 
under the jaft- and mild Government of 
a Froteftant Prince, to our lateft Fofte- 
rity. 



FINIS. 
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